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When milk squirts out of a teat into the calf’s mouth calf rearers think that this is a good thing. Calf rearers think that if milk flow is 
fast it will be easy for the calves. We know that the digestive system cannot keep up with the fast flow of milk, and problems can
arise. Fortunately the calves will tell us when they are drinking to quickly and there are some key signs to look for. 

Cross suckling. Calves will cross suckle on each other or their surroundings after feeding in order to produce saliva that 
they should have produced while feeding. There is no conclusive evidence to prove if calves cross suckle in order to produce 
the saliva they would have produced when feeding at the correct speed, or if they cross suckle to satisfy the nursing instinct. 
What is well known is that they will cross suckle after they have been feeding too quickly. 
Cross suckling is the first sign that calves are drinking too quickly, once 
you notice it you will soon notice nutritional scours will follow. 
Cross suckling can cause infections, especially in the navel but most importantly 
cross suckling damages developing udder tissue and teat canal and is strongly 
linked to mastitis in first lactation heifers.
Cross suckling is also strongly linked to blind quarters in heifers.

Coughing while drinking. When milk is squirting into the calf’s mouth 
the oesophageal groove can overflow and milk can enter the trachea causing 
the calf to step back and cough. This can cause respiratory problems and is a 
strong indicator that the flow of milk is to fast for the digestive system to handle.   

signs of fast feeding
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of the juvenile udder. This in conjunction with the 
transmission of mastitis pathogens is prone to lead to 
heifer mastitis’ Source - Shalm

Calves fed with Milk Bar Teats did not cross suckle!

These calves cross suckled vigorously after feeding.
Cross suckling damage and loss of the keratin plug was common.
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During the research trial it was noted that calves fed on the faster, valve teat were hyperactive immediately after feeding 
and ‘were more likely to engage in non-nutritive sucking of each others body parts’ (cross suckling).
Results from the Milk Bar Teat: Results from the faster valve teat:

Six groups of calves were taken from the same farm. They were fed the same rations and raised in the same facility. 
Three groups were fed with Milk Bar Teats, while the other three groups were fed on a faster teat with an internal valve that feeds at a 
similar speed to teats that are commercially available.
Calves were weighed and the speed of drinking and behaviour was recorded.
This research has been peer reviewed and published in the Journal of Applied Animal Nutrition. 
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Calves fed with Milk Bar Teats were settled and relaxed after 
feeding.
All calves had healthy, undamaged teats.
The keratin plug remains intact to protect the teat canal 
from infection.
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